[Epidemiology and risk factors of preterm birth].
To synthesize the available evidence regarding the incidence and several risk factors of preterm birth. To describe neonatal outcomes according to gestational age and to the context of delivery. Consultation of the Medline database. In 2010, 11% of live births (15 million babies) occurred before 37 completed weeks of gestation worldwide. About 85% of these births were moderate to late preterm babies (32-36 weeks), 10% were very preterm babies (28-31 weeks) and 5% were extremely preterm babies (<28 weeks). In France, premature birth concerns 60,000 neonates every year, 12,000 of whom are born before 32 completed weeks of gestation. Half of them are delivered after spontaneous onset of labor or preterm premature rupture of the membranes, and the other half are provider-initiated preterm births. Several maternal factors are associated with preterm birth, including sociodemographic, obstetrical, psychological, and genetic factors; paternal and environmental factors are also involved. Gestational age is highly associated with neonatal mortality and with short- and long-term morbidities. Pregnancy complications and the context of delivery also have an impact on neonatal outcomes. Preterm birth is one of the leading cause of the under-five mortality and of neurodevelopmental impairment worldwide; it remains a major public health issue.